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St Bees Priory Church 
Interregnum - No vicar currently in post – Enquiries - Call 07984 331530  

 
Retired Clergy with the Bishop’s Permission to Officiate: 

The Revd Jim Marshall (01946 64259) 
Revd Jim Baker and Revd Anne Baker (01946 822498) 

The Revd David Cox  
The Revd Canon Dr Trevor Park 

Lay Readers 
Chris & Charm Robson (01946) 822468 
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�   9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (1st, 3rd & 5th - 1662) 
 10.30 a.m. Family Service  
    6.00 p.m.               Evening Prayer (1st - Evensong; 3rd Holy Communion)
  

See Calendar for details of Family Services and Evening Prayer 
The sacrament of baptism is administered at the main service and must  

be arranged well in advance with the Vicar. 
For weddings, baptisms, funerals and other religious occasions, please contact  

07984 331530 or email enquiries@stbeespriory.org.uk 
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The church, Old College and New College halls are all available for hire for meetings, 

functions, lectures, concerts and recitals, etc. Contact booking officers for details. 
Booking Officers 

Ian & Rosalie McAndrew - 01946 822326 or imcandrew@stbees.org.uk 
Priory Secretary - enquiries@stbeespriory.org.uk 

 

Magazine production & distribution  
This magazine is free but production costs are about 40p per copy. Contributions from 
the Parish Council and our advertisers, to whom we are most grateful, pay much of the 

costs. However this leaves the balance to be paid by the PCC. Donations to the 
Treasurer* or your Magazine Distributor are most welcome. 

Circulation - 900 households in St Bees, Sandwith, Rottington, Linethwaite, Coulderton, 
Middletown, Nethertown. 

* - Treasurer - Dr G Burgess, 7 Abbey Farm, St Bees, CA27 0DY. 
DTP & Final Editing - Ian McAndrew 
Printed by Printpoint (01946) 64305 
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St Bees Parish A B C 

Area Visitor / 
Good Neighbour 
Scheme 

The parish is divided into 30 small areas each with an official 
ChurchVisitor whose task is to welcome and help people in the 
name of the Priory. Co-ordinator - M Westhead (822674). 

Arts Society meets every two months on the last Wednesday of the month at 
8.00 p.m. Venue to be arranged. Details from Dilys Brownrigg 
(822584) or Alan Hawkins (822330). 

Bellringing The Priory has a ring of 8 bells. Those interested in ringing or 
learning to ring, contact D Sim, 31 Main Street. Practice 
Wednesdays, 8.00 pm Sundays, ring at 10.00 a.m. and Evensong by 
arrangement. 

Brownies Brownies meet in New College Hall on Tuesdays. Details from 
Amanda Smith 823933; 

Cubs, Scouts,  
Beavers 

Cubs for children aged 8 - 10, meet on Thursdays, 6.30 - 8pm. 
Beavers meet on Thursdays (term time) from 5.00 - 6.00 pm. 
Details from Sarah Servant, Tel 01946 729687. Scouts meet on 
Tuesdays from 7.15 - 8.45pm. Details from Dave Kennedy, Tel. 
824511. All meet in Youth Centre, Outrigg. 

Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9.30 a.m. Details from Frank Bowler, the 
Organist (Tel. 825307). 

Churchwardens are leading lay Church members who will be pleased to help and 
advise on church matters. They are John Kennedy (Tel. 822297), 
Rosalie McAndrew (Tel.822326), Derek McGee, & Wendy Mellor. 

Councillors Copeland - Dr Ian Hill - 01946 823305, 7.00 to 9.00 p.m  Monday 
to Friday. Cumbria - Cllr Henry Wormstrup, 01946 61996 or 
07725239825. E-mail henry.wormstrup@cumbria.gov.uk 

Electoral Roll is the list of all church members qualified to vote at the Annual  
 Parochial Church Meeting. E.R. forms are available in church, to 
be returned to the Priory 

Finance The Church Treasurer is Dr Geoff Burgess, 7 Abbey Farm, St Bees, 
Tel. 824416, who will gladly explain our Christian Giving system. 

First Responders provide Basic Life Support in association with the Ambulance 
Service. Contact Phil Buxton 821176 or Andy Brock 823497 

Football 
Association 

Contacts - Seniors Dale Jackson 823631 & Tony Barnett 590640. 
Juniors (U-12) - Alec Morton 823992 & Alastair Billson. 

Freemasons St Bega Lodge meet 7:00 p.m. On 2nd Wed of each month, Village 
Hall. Details: 01946 64275 or www.cumbwestmasons.co.uk. 

Friends of the 
Priory 

assists in the conservation of the Priory and encourages interest in 
its historical and architectural heritage. Contact Philip Barratt or 
Tom Rice, Treasurer, Green Ghyll, Greendykes, Egremont. 

Garden Society Details from Mark Hewertson, (Tel. 01946 841325). Flower Show 
is held on the 3rd Saturday in August.  
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Guides  meet in New College Hall on Tuesdays from 7.00 – 8.30 p.m.. 

Please contact Jayne Park for more details 
Library is at the Village School (Tel. 822219), Tuesdays and Thursdays 

1.30 p.m. -5.00 p.m. Contact Gillian Lewthwaite.. 

Local History 
Group 

Research on the Priory and the village continues. Details from 
Chris McAndrew - Tel. 822326 or Chris Robson Tel. 822468. 

Methodist 
Church 

Sunday Service & Sunday School is at 11.00 a.m. Family Service 
on the second Sunday.  

Over 60’s Club meets in Hodgett’s Club on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month: 
2.00 - 4.00 p.m. Details - Gill Richardson Tel. 822394. 

Parish Council The Clerk to the Council is Mrs Jane Donaldson, East House, 
Coulderton. Tel. (01946) 822560, e.mail pc_clerk@stbees.org.uk, 
who will answer queries on civil parish matters. 

Parochial 
Church Council 

meets 10 times a year. Elections for 20 members are held in March 
at the A.P.C.M. Its task is to spearhead the mission and  ministry 
of the church in the Parish. PCC Secretary - D McGee,  E-mail - 
dm.mcgee@btinternet.com. 

Pre-School meets in the new building next to the Village School, All day, 5 
days a week. For children 2 years 9 months +. Contact Pre-School 
on 823880. 

Prayer Group meets on Thursdays from 2.00 - 3.30 p.m. in New College Hall . 
All denominations welcome. 

Priory Singers rehearse in Old College Hall, Mondays at 8.00 p.m. Details from 
Frank Bowler. (Temp). (01946) 825307 

St Bees Triers Triathlon Club meets Seacroft House 7pm Thursdays. Contact 
Andy Brock (Tel. 823497). 

Sunday School for ages 3 - 11 meets during Morning Service New College Hall, 
at 10.30 a.m. Contact – R McAndrew (822326), Rachel Walker. 

Toddler Group meets every Wednesday in term time only, from 9.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
in New College Hall, St Bees Priory. Details from Kylie 
McCarthy on 822473 or Hayley Monaghan on 07711161573. 

Village School 
Association 

exists to raise funds for the school and to foster links between 
school and community. Secretary - via School - Tel. 822392. 

Village Hall Management Committee administers Hodgett’s Club. For details 
and booking contact Phil or Valerie Turpin (Tel 823772). 

Village in Bloom Details from Eileen B Todd, 14 Main Street. St.Bees. (Tel 
822522). 

Village Web Site Information for inclusion should be sent to Ian McAndrew 
(822326) or imcandrew@stbees.org.uk Address is 
http://www.stbees.org.uk 

Women’s 
Institute 

meets 2nd Monday of month at 7.30 p.m. usually in New College 
Hall (see program). Contact Elizabeth Norton – 825062 
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Calendar for September 
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Evening Services – 6.00 p.m. 
6th Evensong, 13th Evening Prayer  
20st Holy Communion, 27th Evening Prayer 
Pop-in Café - Every Thursday from 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon Pop-In café in New 
College Hall  All welcome 
 

October Editor 
The October issue of St Bees News will be edited by Patricia McDonnell, 
Sandyridge, Priory Road, Tel 01946 822516 who would appreciate all contributions 
not later than Tuesday September 8 please.  

Email sandyridge@btinternet.com 
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St Bees News    September 2015 
From The Ministry Team 

I used to grumble that I had no shoes until I met a man who had no feet 

Every time I lose my glasses and grope round trying to find them I am truly grateful to 
Fra Allessandro della Spina, who, it says in his obituary in 1313, “was a good & modest 
man, who was able to reproduce any made object he saw with his own eyes. He himself 
made eyeglasses, which another person had first made without sharing the secret, & 
showed everyone else how to do so with an open & joyful heart.” 

Long ago we had a very primitive cottage in the west of Ireland. Every time we boarded 
the ferry home I would go to the Ladies, put my hands under the tap and for a while be 
truly grateful for hot running water. 

But how often do we fully appreciate the everyday wonders of modern life with which 
we are surrounded? 

It is not just the modern conveniences that we so often take for granted. 

Last month the Bible reading notes that I use were written by Maggie Sandilands who is 
a Humanitarian Aid worker by profession. She is not big and strong but skinny and weak 
and she has worked in the Congo and Afghanistan. 

She wrote “ one strange  blessing I’ve found in the difficult times is a heightened 
appreciation of small everyday things that otherwise are so easy to take for granted…..in 
Kabul the security situation was very restrictive. Expats were not allowed to walk in the 
streets because of the risk of kidnap or attacks….I think my leg muscles actually 
atrophied over the two years. When I got home, just being able to walk down the 
street without fear suddenly felt like an unimaginable freedom.” 

In another day’s notes she wrote ‘I am really not a morning person. When I worked in 
Congo I found the daily early morning prayer meetings in the office very 
difficult…….Most of my Congolese colleagues, singing so loudly, had grown up in 
refugee camps surrounded by a brutal war….. So what do you say to God in the middle 
of a war zone. The Congolese had a simple answer: every morning, whoever led the 
prayers would start by thanking God that we were alive. I was humbled because it was 
meant literally. In a country with high child mortality rates, endemic violence, and an 
absence of any functioning health care system, people thanked God for just surviving the 
night.In the General Thanksgiving it says ‘Almighty God, Father of all mercies, …We 
bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;… 

Whether we believe in God or not let us rejoice in ‘all the blessings of this life’ and be 
grateful for them. 

Charm Robson 
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Priory News 
The Ministry Team have expressed a determination and enthusiasm to continue the 
excellent church programmes and groups meeting over recent years, and to 
encourage other supporters to take the initiative and offer their time and talents in 
whichever area of activity they feel able to assist. They have met and planned ahead 
to continue the Children’s and Youth Ministry; the Men’s Breakfast Group meeting 
monthly; liaison with the Village School; pastoral care and visits to the sick; and of 
course the usual Sunday services and special Festivals. Do come and meet our 
Ministry team at the Priory – introducing our retired clergy:- Revs. Jim & Anne 
Baker, Rev. Jim Marshall, lay readers Chris & Charm Robson, and Canon Dr Trevor 
Park. Please see the Communications item (Page 18) for further details of their 
contact numbers. 

Family Communion Service on Sunday 20th September includes Open Sunday 
Session for parents, children & teens- an occasion publicised in the magazine to 
invite families to try out the Priory programme of activities for young people – 
Sunday School Groups and a Teenage Group. Bring a friend if you already attend 
and come to enjoy worship and sharing with the church family. All welcome - all 
ages and stages invited!  

Sunday School The Sunday School will meet in September in New College Hall, in 
two groups, infant and junior, with a crèche available if required for under-fives. 
After a hymn and reading in church we offer a short assembly with songs, then in our 
groups Bible stories, art & craft, puzzles or games, plus lots of fun and conversation! 
All families are most welcome, especially to the Open Sunday on 20th September. 
For further details just contact group leaders – Rosalie McAndrew, Rachel Walker, 
Steve Bridgman or Helen Kennedy or Hilary Hemm. 

Youth Church Group on Sundays One combined Teenage group will meet during 
Sunday morning service for Christian teaching and discussion – this term in Old 
College Hall (the Vicarage not being available.)The Group will join church worship 
for start and finish as previously and there will be refreshments too! This session is 
designed for ages 12 to 16 years, meeting weekly.  

Teenage Youth Group Get-Together Introductory Barbeque is planned for 
Friday 11th September at 7.00 p.m. at New College Hall to launch the monthly 
Friday Night Thing and encourage the teenagers to bring a friend along and discover 
new ideas and new friends too! Volunteers please for leading and catering. 

Are you a writer and a Christian?  Would you be interested in meeting with others 
for encouragement/ constructive criticism?  Or would you like to help with a factual 
writing project?  If so, please email Susan Sanderson suestrifles@gmail.com for 
further details. 

Ladies Bible Study plans to meet on Tuesday mornings in term time from 9.30 to 
11.30 a.m. at Corinne Burnett’s home, 11 Firth Drive. Do come if you can. 
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Stephen Morris walking achievement 
CUMBRIAN endurance and keep-fit fanatic Stephen Morris has just completed 25,000 
miles of road walking – the equivalent of going around the world – to show that being 
blind doesn’t have to hold you back. Stephen, of St Bees, set himself the challenge after 
being diagnosed with optic neuropathy in 1990. 

He started logging his mileage on May 6, 1991 and completed his epic 25,000-mile 
challenge on February 6 this year – having worn out 26 white canes and 10 pairs of 
boots in the process. He was thrilled he was able to complete it in under 15 years. 
Stephen walked 24,750 miles solo, and did the other 250 miles with friends for charity. 
He averaged about 1,800 miles a year. “I’m not going to give up walking, but I’m going 
to do it for pleasure rather than for endurance now,” he said. 

A former instrument mechanic at Sellafield, Stephen lost almost all his sight when he 
was 31. “First one eye went as I was out cycling one day. Then the second eye went. 
Now all I see is a greeny-yellow fog and faint shadows,” he said. 

He started walking with the support of social mobility walkers and once he realised he 
could go out and walk a mile on his own, he started to log his mileage, recording it first 
on a dictaphone and then on a computer. 

He also logs his swimming achievements, and clocked up 250 miles in local pools 
between 1998-2004. He added: “I would like to say to anyone losing their sight, do not 
despair, get all the training and help available and you will soon adapt and discover your 
true potential.” 
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From Revd Clifford Swartz – 6 July 2015 

Dear friends, 

I wanted to note my thanks, and that of our whole family, for the wonderful 
generosity and love shown to us yesterday.  The presentations and gifts were 
overwhelming, and we were very grateful to have food, drink and bouncy castle to 
enjoy with those who came.  It was an undertaking to make it happen, and we are 
thankful for each person who took part, both in running things and attending.  
Moreover, we were floored by the many thoughtful and beautiful gifts and especially 
the financial gift made to us, which is really a fortune rather than a ‘retirement 
present'!  It will prove immensely helpful with our transition.  Thank you once again 
for your kindness to us, yesterday afternoon and in the past years together. 

Warmly in Christ,          Cliff 

From the Priory Registers 

Holy Baptism 

19 June Harmony Faith Allen School House, St Bees (in the Irish Sea) 
21 June  Annie Hall Byersteads Farm, Sandwith 
21 June Ruby Irene Laidlow Burndale, Rottington 
26 July Gethin Thomas Roberts (Westhead family)  Southampton 

Confirmation 
Jed Owen Napier Richard Edward Kelso Oscar Lewis Craig 
Harmony Faith Allen Ruby Irene Laidlow Annie Hall 
Adults: Hilary Hemm Malcolm Lightfoot 

Holy Matrimony 
27 June Alan Wells & Helen Hartley Ferrybridge, W Yorks 
11 July Adrian Foster & Jill Graham Wellfield, Seamill Lane 
24 July Malcolm Ferguson & Emma Glover James Court, London 
1 August Ryan Lowrey & Rachel West,   Hensingham 

Christian Funeral 
13 July Olaug Johanne Park 20 Seacroft, St Bees 
28 July John Forbes (Burial at Priory) 49 Main Street, St Bees 
24 August Barbara Mary Watson , née Biglands  Richardson Place, St Bees 

May God’s blessing be upon you all and your families. 

Love and Prayers 
We have received good news that Carita Blair will be able to return to her daughter’s 
home after 20 weeks in hospitals. We send warmest wishes to her and her family. 

Flower Rota for September 
6 Flower Fund  13 Mrs J Tyson 
20 Mrs E Smith  27 Mrs N Blair 
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From the Parish Council 
Beach Rd – Abbots Way footpath 
Plans to improve the footpath which links the Beach estate with Beach Rd have moved a 
step closer as Copeland Community Fund has agreed to help with the funding required. 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to provide letters and emails of support for the 
grant application.  

 Cumbria County Council has agreed to provide 50% of the project cost and the parish 
council will be making a contribution from its own funds. The parish lengthsman will be 
helping with the preparatory ground work and we hope to muster a team of volunteers to 
help with the digging out and to act as banksmen whilst work is taking place.  

 The plan is to lay a flexi-pave surface which will be usable in all weathers and will be 
suitable for prams and pushchairs. New staggered barriers will be installed to prevent 
children running into the road. It is hoped that the work can take place in the next 2-3 
months. The footpath will need to be closed for a short period whilst the new surface is 
laid but every effort will be made to keep disruption to a minimum. 

Parish Council Meeting Date 
Just a reminder that the next parish council meeting will take place on Monday 21 
September at 6.30pm in the Village Hall. The agenda for the meeting will be posted on 
the noticeboards a few days before the meeting. Everyone is welcome to come along and 
observe the meeting. 

Proposed Mining Operations 
West Cumbria Mining has produced a further community update. The initial on-shore 
boreholes have confirmed that there are large reserves of very high quality coal within 
the licence area. Work is now beginning on three temporary off-shore boreholes as well 
as a further on-shore borehole at Rottington. It is anticipated that each of the off-shore 
boreholes will be in place for about 4 weeks. A full text of the West Cumbria Mining 
update can be seen on the noticeboards. 
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Priory Notes 
Friends of the Priory - On July 10th Mr Frank Bowler gave an organ recital in the 
Priory. The music was a varied programme including works by Gershwin, Fauré, 
Boellmann and Buxtehude all of which were appreciated by a goodly sized audience. 
The evening concluded with wine, soft drinks and nibbles, Many thanks to all who 
attended the evening and so generously donated to The Friends' funds. 

The next series of Friends' events will be planned in September; please look out for 
posters and details in The St Bees News. Committee meeting on Wednesday, 10 
September at 7.00 p.m. in NCH. 

The Friends of the Priory, St Bees may be found on Facebook.  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-Priory-St-Bees/566765110094494 

Farewell & Warmest Wishes for the future to several church & school families 
sadly leaving St Bees for pastures new, who have supported the life the Priory in 
many ways:- to Ben & Paula Allen of School House and Libby & Harmony, moving 
to Marlborough College; to Drs. Dominic & Juliet Rhodes and Charis & Amelie who 
have moved to Penrith; to Mark & Sarah Ollis and Jacob & Harry on the move to 
Sherborne School, Dorset; and finally Cliff & Katie Swartz and their five children, 
who have moved to Shipton-under-Wychwood in Oxfordshire and Kingham Hill 
School. We wish you every happiness in your new homes and fulfilment in your new 
schools and careers. Do inform the editor if you know of anyone wishing to receive 
the St Bees News in their new abode! 

Sincere Thanks to the team of church furniture movers who have given generously 
of their time and energies to move all the nave pews, several times, to make way for 
the scissor-lift and to make possible the interminable electrical repairs to the 
exploding lights and transformers (no thanks to an exhausted and inattentive Smart-
meter installer putting 400 volts through 240 volt circuits). Kelvin & Janice Knight 
offered to do this pew-shifting instead of their usual hour’s gym workout!  Please be 
assured that all expenses are to be reimbursed by the company’s insurance.  

One benefit to come from this is that thanks to the generosity of 3 families, we have 
been able to afford and take advantage of having the scissor lift and have changed the 
bulbs in the nave, as well as some other areas, to LED versions. While this means 
less power consumption (2 Kwatts per hour saving), more importantly it should mean 
that we can avoid the somewhat hazardous job of changing bulbs every few months. 
The LEDs have a life of 25,000 hours. You may hear more on this saga 

Thanks - Many thanks for the wonderful job volunteer grass cutters do to keep the 
churchyard and grounds looking so good. This is much appreciated by locals and 
visitors. 
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Priory Notes Extra – September 2015 
Farewell & Best Wishes to Marjorie Brightman on her move to Kendal after 20 years 
and more in St Bees. She and her late husband Graham have always been strong 
supporters of the Priory as regular choristers and organisers of the fundraising Organ 
Recitals in the summer. Her new address is:- 88 Burneside Rd., Kendal. LA9 4RT (c/o 
her daughter Jenny Jones, temporarily until the alterations to her new home are 
completed). We hope you will settle in happily. 

Deepest Sympathy is extended to Ian Watson & family on the sad and sudden loss of 
his dear wife Barbara after her return from a month’s visit in Canada to their daughter 
Kate and family. She had been suffering ill-health for some time but this illness was a 
shock. Barbara will be remembered with great affection by all who knew her in many 
areas of expertise – in her career teaching home economics at Whitehaven Grammar 
School, then later at St Bees School; at home entertaining and hosting suppers or 
catering for church functions with efficiency and charm; or singing with Ian in the 
church choir and the Priory Singers for many years. In recent years she coped with her 
increasing frailty with courage and patience. Barbara was a delightful friend and 
companion to so many people – full of wise understanding and compassion. We keep Ian 
and his family, her brother Tommy and her sister Myra, in our thoughts and prayers. 

Sincere Sympathy goes out to the Forbes family – Bill & Margaret and auntie Florrie 
Telford on the sad loss of John, a dearly loved brother and nephew. The service was held 
at the Methodist Chapel, which John and Florrie and his late parents attended all his life. 
Many villagers will remember John faithfully delivering daily newspapers in the village 
for years, in all weathers. He will be missed. 

News extra! 
New Publication from Katie Swartz A new novel “Rainy Day Sisters” written by her 
alter ego Kate Hewitt, is in the “Hartley-by-the-Sea” series set in the Lake District and 
has appeared recently. It was however completed just before the turmoil of life in St 
Bees on the announcement of the closure of St Bees School. You may be surprised to 
read in the acknowledgements that you all get a mention! Katie writes:-“Some say it 
takes a village to write a book, and in the case of “Rainy Day Sisters”, that was literally 
true. I am grateful to all the people of my village community who have made me feel 
welcome, helped me and my family, and of course provided unwitting inspiration for my 
writing”. 

Her next book in the series will be in print and in e-book in August 2016! Meanwhile 
this one is available from Amazon now. Great for a rainy day gift, as one reviewer says. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Men’s Breakfast will restart in New College Hall on Saturday 12 September from 
8.a.m. to 9.15 a.m. All regular members and new comers welcome to partake of “Bacon 
and Bible” or “Pancakes and Prayer” or even “Soul Searching and Sausages”. Details 
from Phil Bearman or Grant Gilmour. 
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Grassroots 
Swimming Pool and Gym.  We are currently recruiting for additional lifeguards to 
support day time public swimming sessions etc. However from Week commencing 7th 
September evening public swimming will recommence as a starting point of our 
improvement plan as follows:- Tuesday 8-9pm & Wednesday 8-9pm General Public 
Future sessions will be launched up on successful recruitment of additional lifeguards. 

Additional facilities for hire is the Gym Hall only £10.00 per hour limited offer. *terms 
and conditions apply. 

Over 60s - We have three meetings in September .On Sept 1st Mrs Sally Kennedy will 
tell us about Hop picking as a child. On Sept 15 we have a trip to Moffat in the Borders. 
The coach will leave at 9am usual pick ups. Our Bingo evening will be held on Sep 29th 
in the Oddfellows Arms pub starting at 7pm. All Tuesdays. 

Ground 2 - Florence is getting ready for GROUND 2 - our group exhibition for C-Art 
12-27 September 2015! Artists Phil Bradley, Jill Davis, Jane Foale, Rachel Gibson, 
Martin Midwood, Jenni Payne, Chris Robson, Irene Sanderson, Angela Strange, Sarah 
Taylor, Maggi Toner-Edgar and Tim Wood will all be showing artwork created with 
natural pigments, including our own 'Egremont Red'. There will be a fantastic workshop 
programme too - no charge but any donations towards materials will be welcome!  
See our website for details www.florencemine.com or  
email jenni@florencemine.com or phone 01946 824946 

The Embroidery Group - The embroidery group will re-commence their weekly 
sessions on Friday 11th September. New ' stitchers' are welcome,  either telephone 
Dorothy: 822467 or just come to N C H between 2 - 4 pm. and see our work in progress.  

Welcome - Welcome to Isaac Cheng, son of Yuwah and Karthryn Cheng, and brother 
for Amelia, of number 2 Rottington Road, born on 4th of February. 

Welcome also to Matthew Griffiths and Diana Smalley on their move to Trewarmett, 
Outrigg Close. 

A fond farewell to Lisa and Faith Thomson of High House Road, on their move to 
Egremont and a welcome back to Donna McCullen on her return to High House Rd. 

Arts Society - The first Arts Society meeting of the new season will be on Wednesday 
23 September. The speaker will be Gavin Plumley and his subject will be ‘Gustav, 
Gustav & co, Mahler, Klimt  and fin de siecle Vienna’. As it will involve both art and 
music it should be of interest to a wide range of people. Unfortunately, due to the 
unavailability of the Whitelaw building, we do not yet know where it will be held, nor 
what time, so look out for posters and emails. 

St Bees WI - August's meeting saw us enjoying a variety of foodstuff from soda bread to 
gooseberry and elderflower preserve not to mention delicious cakes all brought in by 
members to be sampled and shared. A quiz completed the evening. We will be joined by 
Anthony Payne on 14 September in NCH at 7.30 p.m. who is giving a talk "From 
Shangri La by train". The  AGM will now be held in November. 
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The Beached Art Saturday in August was a glorious sunny day and well-attended 
by many families from near and far. The Cumbria Wildlife trust who organised the 
event reported that 33 and more sculptures were created reflecting Irish Sealife – 
lobsters, crabs, turtles, dolphins, and mermaids! The winning entry was a beautifully 
sculpted sea turtle and the last one standing as the tide washed ashore was an 
enormous sandcastle. Other activities were on offer and kept the crowds entertained 
till late afternoon. Also seen unusually were at least 20 bathers in the sea surfing the 
waves. 

Beavers - An update from St Bees beavers. We're enjoying our summer break at the 
moment but looking forward to starting again in September.  

At the end of last term, we had some awards to give out. Tom Banner and James 
Stamper were invested as beavers. Two of our older beavers, Rowan Walker and 
Finlay McCourt, were awarded the Chief Scout's Bronze Award, which is the highest 
award a beaver can achieve, for completing all six Activity Challenge badges.  

Finally, at our last meeting, we had a BBQ at the beach with the cubs and five of our 
beavers went through the swimming up ceremony to join cubs. We wish Rowan, 
Oliver, Harrison, James and Finlay the best of luck with cubs. 

Trevor Park and family  send their thanks to the many friends in St Bees who sent 
cards and letters of condolence on the death of Olaug. Your kind words about her 
warmed our hearts. 

News from the Village School 
The Village School will reopen on Monday, 7th September 2015.   (The office 
staff will be in on Friday, 4th September for anyone wishing to collect uniform.) 
We look forward to welcoming our new Headteacher, Mrs Emma Sharp and to 
seeing the children return to school after their Summer break.  
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The Two Lancelot Bells   

We have in the History Group's care a bronze Memorial Plaque inscribed to Lancelot 
Thomas Bell. It bears the words “HE DIED FOR FREEDOM AND HONOUR”. Some 
five inches across, it is one of well over a million such plaques presented to grieving 
families after World War One. These plaques, sometimes called “Dead Man's Pennies”, 
are still held in honour in many families as reminders of the sacrifices of a century ago. 

Some who pause at our St. Bees Memorials are puzzled that the name L.T. Bell appears 
twice – once for each of the World Wars. Although our two Lancelot Thomas Bells never 
met, they were in fact uncle and nephew. The first was born at Howman, St. Bees in 
1884. His father was an iron ore miner, and when the war started Lancelot was a Carter 
at Sandwith's Town Head Farm. He lost no time in joining the 1st. Borders; he went with 
them to the Dardanelles and was killed in action at Gallipoli at the age of thirty-one. 

Five months later, the second Lancelot Thomas Bell was born at the Oddfellows' Arms 
here. Named in his uncle's memory, he grew up to become a skilled coach trimmer and 
upholsterer in the bus company's employ. In 1940, aged twenty-two, he married twenty-
one years old Elizabeth Birket of Whitehaven, and they made their home at 1, Croft 
Foot. Soon afterwards Lancelot was called up for the Navy. 

As an Able Seaman, “Lant” Bell (as he was known in the village) served on the armed 
tanker “Empire Gem”. In 1942 she was on a course from Texas to Nova Scotia, carrying 
11000 tons of petroleum spirit, before joining a convoy for the Atlantic crossing. But just 
off North Carolina she was attacked by the German U-boat U-66; a torpedo striking her 
stern and igniting the fuel. Soon the stern was an inferno. The crew fought the spreading 
fire for several hours but eventually the ship broke in two and both parts went to the 
bottom. Of the fifty-seven on board, two survived. Lant Bell was not one of them.    

Four months after the sad news reached St. Bees, Lant's widow Elizabeth gave birth to a 
daughter, Jacqueline. It is to Jacqueline that I am grateful for much of this information, 
and for sight of family photographs and documents . Though so young a widow, 
Elizabeth never remarried. Jacqueline told me that she kept Lant's photograph in her 
handbag up to the day of her death.   

Bob Jopling                                                                                      Village History Group 

(Some may be interested to know that the U-66 accounted for a total of thirty-six allied 
vessels lost before herself being destroyed in 1944. Her whole crew perished).   

 



���
�

An Appreciation of a Wonderful Life 
Olaug Park, who died on July 4th, was a vivacious, multi-talented , special person. 
She had an important Christian influence on the parish of St. Bees, since she arrived 
at the Vicarage in 1971.  

A favourite saying of Olaug's was 'Where there is heart room there is hearth room." 
Even though she had three young children, she certainly lived by that sentiment and 
always had time for others. The Vicarage was open house for all; from providing 
regular teas for St. Bees school boys to giving meals, overnight stays and inviting 
people to share important festivals.  

Caring for others did not stop at her doorstep; she gave practical help to anyone in 
need, including calling in with a homemade loaf  and support when anyone was ill. 

Olaug unobtrusively supported Trevor in his pastoral work. In addition, she took an 
active part in parish life. The Mother's Union and Young Wives meetings were held 
in the Vicarage. Furthermore, Olaug founded the weekly Prayer Group, which 
continues to this day. Her strong, firm faith made her a compassionate kind person 
who offered friendship to whomever she met.  

Olaug enjoyed singing, baking delicious cakes, creating a wonderful garden and 
telling stories of her Norwegian childhood, which entertained and interested us all. 
She had great skills in handicrafts including; embroidery, dress making and knitting. 
She was happy to share these gifts and she taught us her skills through the classes she 
held in the Vicarage- especially Norwegian knitting.  

Since retirement Trevor and Olaug returned to St. Bees and have been very much 
part of parish life. Despite suffering poor health- three strokes and more- Olaug 
regularly attended church, Prayer Group, Priory Fellowship and Pop In.  

In recent months, she spent a lot of time in hospital but she faced it all with great 
courage. Her long standing happy marriage helped her to cope and she was deeply 
appreciative of Trevor's continuing dedicated support.  

Olaug was a warm and caring person and she personified the Christian quote that 'We 
are our message.' She was a positive influence on our lives and we give thanks for 
her life and the happy memories that will always remain with us.   Dorothy Warbrick 

Methodist News 
We are very happy to announce that the Strawberry Tea held at the Methodist Church 
on Saturday 11 July raised a total of £310.51 on the day, with a further £30 coming 
in separate donations. All of the proceeds have now been sent to Breast Cancer Care, 
so very many thanks to everyone who provided the delicious food or came along to 
eat it!  

Our regular Sunday morning services start again in September after the summer 
break, and we are pleased to welcome the following preachers in September.:  
6 Rev Dr W Kilworth-Mason (Holy Communion) 
13 Rev C Nicholson 20 Rev Dr W Kilworth-Mason 
27 Mr A Bounds 
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St Bees Priory - Young People’s Ministry Open Day 

A taster session for children and young people during the 10.30 a.m. service 

Sunday 20 September 2015 
“… to know Christ, and make Him better known …” 

St Bees Priory has an enthusiastic team of volunteers providing age appropriate Bible 
teaching during the 10.30 a.m. service each Sunday. Come along and see what we 
do! 

We begin together with the congregation in the Priory, then move to New College 
Hall (just inside the church grounds) for Bible teaching, songs, prayers, games and 
craft. Group activities are provided for Pre School; and infants, Juniors and 
teenagers. A crèche area is also available for younger children. We return to the 
Priory towards the end of the service for refreshments. 

If you are new to the Priory, or if you’ve been meaning to come and find out what is 
provided for adults and young people alike, please join us on the 20th September, or 
on any Sunday. We would love to welcome you! 

Email enquiries@stbeespriory.org.uk or Tel ���� �!!"#!���

 
The Sandwith School Trust may be able to help you! 
Are you in Education or about to enter into Further Education? 

Are you under 25 years of age? 

Do you reside in the former Parish of Sandwith and the Parish of Rottington? 

If so, you may be eligible for a monetary award from the Sandwith School Trust! 

The Sandwith School Trust was established following the sale of the former 
Sandwith School, with the proceeds of the sale being invested to provide monetary 
awards to young people in the aforementioned Parish. 

The purpose of the Trust is as follows:- 

a) To promote the education of persons under the age of 25 years who are resident 
in the above referenced Parish. 
And / or 
b) To promote religious instruction of such qualifying persons, in accordance with 
the doctrines of the Church of England.  

If you fit this criterion and would like to make an application for consideration 
by the trustees, please contact Vicky Bearman at:- 
enquiries@stbeespriory.org.uk 
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